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©© 1t {s probable, therefore, that the Magl first saw

. the star two years before thelr arrival in Jeru:

© * palem. Herod died In B. C. 4

< of Bethiehom must have 1

"years hufore that date.” We muat dizcovar, It we.
dobe e P ah " ¥
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— HE rolgn of Herod had nearly ended
when the Magl arrived In Jerusa-
lem and asked: “Where I8 he that
s bort king of the Jews? For we
have seen his star in the east, and
are come to worship him.”

The news that a true “king of the
Jews,” a possible rival, was born,
und that his birth had been herald-
od by celestial pHenomena, cansed
Herod much concern. He summoned
to him the scribes and learned men.
When they weére questioned where the king was
10 bs born they answered: “In Bethlehem of
Judei; for thos it s written by the prophet, And
thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the
least amoug the princes of Juda; for out of thee
shall come a governor, that shall rule my people
Terael” According to the authorized version It
f8 then stated in the New Testament that
“Herod, when he had privily ealled the wise men,
inquired of them diligently what time the star
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and
gald, Go and wearch diligently for the young
child; and when we have found him; bring me
word aguin, that 1 may come and worship him
also. When they had heard the king, they da
parted; and lo, the star, which they saw in the
east, went bafore them, till it came and stood
over where the young child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy ™

That {s the whole story of the Star of Bethle-
hem as it 18 gimply and directly told in the Bec-
ond chapter of the gospel according to St. Mat-
thew.

It was a cloister fanoy of the dark ages, hand-
ed down through centurles, that led the Chris-
tlon world to regard the Star of the East as a
miraculous luminary, akin to the pillar of fire
that guided the children of Israel in the wilder
nesg—a luminary especially created for the sole
purpose of leading the Mugl to the birthplace
of Christ. The modern Christian 1= more apt
to regard the star as & natural phenomenon and
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to seek a sclentific explanation of
its sudden appearance, not for the
purpose of casting doubt upon the
narrative of Matthew, but of giv-
ing it astronomical support

Who were these wise men, thess
Magl, of whom St. Matthew speaks?
They came from the east, they said,
and the east, aceording to the geo-
graphical knowledge of Matthew's
day, was Chaldea, Persla, and that Arablan dos-
ert where the sons of Ishmael roamed. In that
east of which they spoke, star-gazing was to
some natlons a religlous observation, to others a
mystical traditional rite. The pseudo-sclence of
astrology out of which our modern sclence of
astronomy was slowly evolved was thus engen-
derad. Exegetes of the New Testament narra-
tive hold these Magl *o have been astrologers,
members of that strange, non-natlonal,
leged priesthood whose office it wans to watch
the sky each day and each night, to note the
position and apparent motion of the sun from
dawn to dark, and to predict thoss changes In
planetary positions which, In that day of as
trologieal superatition, “were supposed to shape
and reveal the destinies of kings and nations.
In them wsclence came 'an early worshipper at
the feet of Christ.

To anclent as well as mediaeval astrologers,
certain grouplngs of the stars and planets had
& fixed prophetic significance. The planets
‘were named In accordance with their supposed
{nfluance. Mercury, alwayas Ilurking near the
sun, furtively gleaming In the mornlng or eve-
ning, was the patron of tricksters, kunaves, and
thieves. Mars, flaming in red, was the symbol
of war, the guardian of heroces and warriors.
If the Magl were astrologers who belleved in
stellar Influences, the apparition of the Star
of Bethlehem must have been an astronomical
phenomenon;  But no ordinary astronomical
phenomenon could have enticed these practiced
star-gagers from their tomples. We must, there-
fore, find some oel avent sufficlently extra-
ordinary to warrant a journey from Chaldea ot
Perdin to Bethlehem.

"When the Magl arrived in Jerusalem, Herod
was ‘Wwithin & few weeks of his death. The mas-

" gatre of the habos of Bethlehem was one of his

last cruel deeds. When he Inquired diligently

~ what time the star ‘appeared, the reply was evi-

dently such that he felt it necessary to kil all

 .male Infants “from two years old and under.”

privie

. of Venus and Mars occurred on May

ean, an exceptional stellar event near B, C. 6
with which it may be identified.

Johann Kepler, in his peculiar genius (for he
ghowed that the births of Enoch, Moses, Cyrus,
Caesar, Charlemagne, and Luther were preceded
by important astrologleal events), led the way in
calling attention to the astronomleal phenomena
that preceded the birth of Christ. He pointed
out that there must have been a conjunction of
the planets Jupiter and Saturn at about the
time of Christ's birth, and even made a faw pre-
Hmlnary caleulations to prove his ecase, The con-
junction occlrred in the eign Plsces, from time
immemorial identified with the destinles of
Israel. A conjunection in that sign always signi-
filed the rising of some mighty master of the
Jewigh race. Such a conjunctlon of Jupiter and
Saturn occurs once In about 800 years. It was,
therefore, sufclently extraordinary in Kepler's
eyes to herald the birth of a Meassiah.

Not until 1826 was Kepler's suggestion reri-
ously considered by astropomers. In that year
Professor Ideler, of Berlin, computed the posl-
tlons of Jupiter and Saturn and proved that they
were actually in cemjunction In 7 B, C. His cal
culations showed, that they at no time over
Iapped to form a Llngle sitar, but that they were
soparated by a distance equal to the apparent
dinmeter of the moon. Accordingly, Idaler had
the temerity to suppose that the wise men saw
the two planets as one star, becauss they were
miraculously nearsighted. In justice to Ideler,
it must be stated that he abandoned his theory
when Encke, In 1831, repeated the caleulations

, and found that the actual distance between Jupl-

ter and Satuis, when nearest each other in B. C.
7, was more than the apparent diameter of the
moon.

Apart from the fact that Jupiter and Saturn
were never sufficlently near each other to be
sean a8 one body, two planets in conjunction
oan hardly be called a star. Nor fd it lkely that
experienced Chaldean astrologers would so re-
gard it. Moreover, thers wera other planetary
conjunctions at about the same time, Professor
Stockwell hug demonstrated that a rcoglunction
. B' c‘
8, -about fifty days, less than tvo years before

'" death. Becauso the mandate for the

alaughter of the Infants was issued
some time before Herod's death, Pro-
tessor Stockwell advances the suppo-
pition that this conjunctlon was the
Star of Bethlehem. Since conjunec-
tions occurred o frequently, It is
dificult to understand why more of
them did not eall forth Chaldean or
Perslan deputatlons.

to any theory which regarded the
gtar of Bethlehem merely as a con-
function of two planets, the lata
Prof. R. A. Proctor cast about for

Iy decided that the wise men might
have been gulded by & comet. There

supposition. Comets are
nowndays at the rate of two or three
a year. Not all of them are partico.
larly brilllant; but it {8 not incon-
eefyable that in Biblical times com-
ota occaslonally appeared that wera
prilliant enough to strike terror nto
guperstitious hearts. Indeed, before
Edmund Halley proved that the law
of gravitation applled to the comet
which bears his name and which
has revisited the earth at Intervals
of seventy-one and onehall to sev-
enty-nine years, comets were regard-

evil, and partictlarly as harbingers
g: ggfﬂle‘;‘;e and war. To a poeti¢ eastern peo-
ple who revered fhe stars os symbols especially
set in the heavens for the guidance of men,
comets were undoubtedly awesome visitors. The
Chaldeans, Persinns and Jews were astronomic-
ally no more enlightened than the medlaeval
Christinns, and If at the fall of Constantinople
in 1463 all Christendom was alarmed at the ap-
pearance of a comet (s comet which we now
know to have been Halley's), 1t is highly prob
able that the Orlent was no less {mpressed by
these sudden visitations. Comprising, as it does,
a nuclens, a “coma"” or envelope surrounding the
nucleus and measuring from twenty thousand
to one milllon miles in diameter, and a long tall
which streams behind the nueclens for sixty to
& hundred milllon miles or more, & comet Is one
of the most mysterlonsly beautiful celestial ap-
paritions that ever meets the eye. But whether
or not the Star of Bethlehem really was such pn
apparition no one can affirm with certainty. An
astronomer can merely state that the ldea ls not
untenable and that It is less objectionabie than
the conjunetion hypothesls.

Lastly, the theory has been proposed that the
Star of Bethlelem was what 18 called a ‘“new"
star or “nova,” a star which suddenly fiares up
in the heavens and fades away’ agaln to Its
former magnitude after the lapse of weeks or
months. Such new stars are not altogether rare.
Ten appeared between B. C. 134 and the end of
the fifteenth century. Sinca the fifteenth cen-
tury no less than sixteen have been recorded.

In our own time they are discovered with falr

frequency.

Even before the Invention of the telescope
such new stars were studled by astronomers

Apart from the astronomical eyldence In favor
of the theory that the Star of Hethlehem was &
nova, poetically, at least, it seems singularly fits
ting that a matchldss orb blaszing forth in snd-
den magnificence should have marked not only

"the birth of a Messish whose destiny It was to

save mankind by his own suffering and to make
this a new world by purging it of evil] but also
the birth of a new eun with embryonic planeta
wheeling about it in shining clouds of gas and
stellar dust. .
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read, admired, and, reverod him, all
my e, snd it will be a privilege, horo
in his own town, to edd my humble
| tributq to that of the world at large.”
“Wall, that's all right reaponded

thriftylooking ¢itizon,” and we've
on In gartienlar, to your do |
t you mustnli be disappoint-
~don't, get any applavse, with

"Well. perhnps 50" was the reply
Bt aftér ho dipd. we found out that
ke wvasn't paylng tazes enough  on
what property he owned,; and, don)
you_ see, it hus kind of wade Lim 'un
popular.” A2
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BERLING WEST END

Comforts That May Be Had In
Kurfurstendamm.

-

Section of Germany's Capital as
Been In 1912—Hotels, Cafes and
Business Bulldings All Have
Modern. Equipment.

Barlin—Qur European guide books
are of little help If we wish to study
the pulsating life of a modern city.
There is in this respact hardly any
differonce betwesn the English Mur
ray, the French Joanne or the Bae
deker made In Germany. They wish
to give us a full list of the old estab
Hshed, hallmarked sights to which
frequent allusions may be found in
classical literature or modern fletlon,
biit omit to take noties of ‘the latest
actunlities. We are still directed by
them to the Friedrichstrasse as the
‘canter of Borlin Iife. Buch it was
more than twenty years ago. As late
R§ ten years mgo the whirlpool of
modern life was to be found at the
Potsdamer plats, comparable to Pic-
cadilly Circus in London. Nowadays
It has shifted farther west to the
long and brond avenue called Kur-
furstendamm, says & Berlin corre-
gpondent. Thers we are in the "New
West,” the up-to-date part of the most
modern of all European citles. Mod-

visitor may now find there. The
“Boarding Place” that has just been
opened is nelther a hotel of the ac-
customed style nor a boarding house,
but somethlng between the two. If
you ask for a room, a plan s handed
to you, from which you see what ac-

| serted.
| week, a fortnight, a month, a year,
| the seale goes conslderably down In

commodation thers is, with prices in-
It you want lodging for a

proportion to the length of your stay.
But with your furnished room you
get also the comfort of dining rooms,
an elegant cafe, a first-class restau-
rant of the German beer garden
style, and sll those convenlences of
an American hotel for reading, writ-
Ing and passing the time, It Is a blg
bullding, containing 600 bedrooms, be-
sides the lavighly spaclous suites for
general use and the halls for festivi-
fles, We have dwelt on these par-
Heulars because they are In bearing
with the character of this magnificent
thoroughfare of & new city.

It 18 astonishing how gquickly fash-
lonahle soclety hae moved into thege
gquarters, Already now these out-

Because of thess fatal objections |

other celestial phenomena and final- |

{¢ much to be sald in favor of the |
discovered |

ed as Odlylne messengers, as Omens |

ife of thelr own. Kurfurstendamm is
aow for Berlin life what the Fosse s

Front of Imperial Palace at Berlin.’

or Vienna or the “Stroeg”™ between
fongansa to Nytorv for Copenhagen,
the promenade of the stylish part of
Jie population, Here we find also
hat bohemlan element and a great
leal of that extravagance of high
ife for which Parls I8 famous. Of
wourse the shops followed thelr best
mstomers. In the beginning the old
wouses of the clty openad branches
‘or the west; then new elegant maga-
ines of the Hegent street type were
ounded; now thera Is already a pe-
mlinr style of Kurfurstendamm shop
Hscernible. Superior taste and
wrtistic decoratlons are indispenseble
equisites for thess shops. One need
| mly peep Into the numerous new cof-
| ‘s houses along the street to get a
wtion of Kurfurstendamm style. In
|yrder to compete with their. rivals
wch of these restaurants had to de-
relop a specislty that was likely to
\tiract patronage; everywhere good
nugle 18 an attraction given Into the
wargain. Artlsts and literary men
neot at soma favorite place, elegant
adies of the fast set at another,
e 5 a'clock ten attracts in the
mme rooma quite another class of
wopla than you would find later in
he evening. You see hers crowded
ogether what a generation ngp was
wpparently missing in Herlln, people
of vast menns and with plenty of
dime, It I8 therefore quite under-
itandable that the new term of Ber-
In W, W, | e the extreme west of
Berlln, means the upper ten thou
mnd as far a3 wealth and luxury go.

IURY BALKS AT PHOTOGRAPH

Women Members of Kansan Pangl
Refuse to Have Thelr Ple
ture Taken.

Eldorado, Kan—When Otfs Doston,
i photographer, attemptled to take a
siotura of & jury comaposed of women
n the county court hore, his wife,
vho was on the Jury, promptly Joft
he box. Bhe was followad by one
i the other women and the two pro-
esting jurors refused to re tuntil
hey were assared by the court that,
A0 ploture | would | be token.  Mrs,
Ioston dons. not belleve  (hat women
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| ABHINGTON.—"“Naval officers are
guessing whether the United
State battleship Nebraska, which ran
upon an uncharted shoal a short time
|n.go. is golng to take the place of the
l-fated Texas, later named San Mar-
o8, which was the bhoodoo ship of
the navy,” remarked Captain L. L.
Darbey, s retired naval officer, the
other day. “IlIl luck pursued the Texas
1lmost from the beginning, and it
seemed that It was never out of trou-
ble during all the time it was in com-
mission, except at the battle of San-
tlago, where It dld great work.
“Before the Spanish-American war
|the Texas while belng overbauled at
the Brooklyn navy yard was sunk, be-
| cause the yokes ol its sea cocks were
| broken In the courss of repairs, and
| the water poured In just as if the
boat had been ecuttled. The Texas
sank, as everybody knows, and was
ralsed as soon as possible. It was on
that occasion that Captaln Jack Phil-
lips, one of the bravest and best naval

Feared Nebraska May Succeed Texas as Hoodoo

officers, by the way, that ever trod a
bridge, hnd some fun with Fighting
Bob Evans, at that time commanding
the lowa. When the Texas was ralsed
{t was found that In the hull were
thousands of eels that had been suck-
ed through the open sea cocks, Know-
ing Captain Evans's fondness for eels
Phillips bad & lot of them sent over
to the lowa. He was somewhat sur
prised & day later to receive & note of
aclknowledgment from his brother offi-
cer, which read: ‘The eels were fine,
Jack; sink her again'

“It was Jack FPhiilips, you may re
member, who, after the great paval
battle of Santlago, when the Spanish
battleships were lying on the shores
of Cuba smoking from the shot of the
American ships, solemnly sald to his
men: ‘Don’t cheer, boys: the poor
devile are dying.’

“Jack Phillips was one of the brav-
est, and at the sams time most relig-
lous, naval officers I ever knew. He
was the direct opposite of Bob Evans,
but the two were great friends. The
Texas, you know, was afterward
named the Ban Marcos, and was the
target for gun practice a few months
sgo. It was s fitting end for & good
old ship that had always been In hard
luck, except at the tima when it was
most needed. 1 gay, I wonder if the
Nebraska {8 golng to take the place
of the Texas as the hoodoo ship of
the navy?"

F Sam Lee should put a blg gilt
sign bearing the words, “"Electrical
| Chinese Laundry,” on the front of his
| Httle shop, at 8108 Fourteenth street,
Northwest, any time #n the near fu-
ture, his customers in Mount Pleas-
unt would not be at all surprised.

In fact, & number of those who In-
trust their neglige to the tender min-
istrations of the affable Celestinl have
been wondering for some tlme why
!Sam bas neglected such a splendld
lnppurtunlty for a bit of advertis-
| Ing.

But although Bam has hbeen reju-
venated to the extent where he real-
izes that electrical power &8 much
| stronger, cheaper, and more efficient

in the long run than the muscles and

sinews of the human arms and back,
he has not awakened to the wonders
of the “ada."

Shm is a typical speclinen of the
"new” Chinaman—the produect of that
stirring spirit which caused the an-

| clent empire to become transformed
| into a republie In a remarkably short

period, and with the loss of only a

few hundred heads and other inei-

dentals,

Bam s wide-awanke and alert, :.ad

| In the “Mellcan slang” he 18 “on the

Enterprising Sam Conserves the Natural Resources

Therefore, when an enterprising

job."
galesmnan revealed the wonders of
a new and ingenious device for
iron’ng clothes at the cost of but litle
perspiration, lesa physical energy,
prectically no mental waste, and only
a few cents a day in the cost of power,
Sam sald: "1 buy him."

Now Sam irons with an electrical
fron which saves him 80 many hun
dreds of steps o day between the
stove and his Ironing table: Further,
tha Iron 18 8o arranged that by puoll
fng a4 string he releases a welght
which bears down on the top of the
jron and relleves him of that duty.
Better still, the pulling of another
gtring 1ifts, the fron just the right
helght above the board and SBam does
not have to lift it and put it on tha
eld-fashioned iron holder,

'He Wants a Wife, and Wants Her Double-Quick

UGUUST
known as August Bchaefelaky de

SEYMORE, otherwise
Mukkadel de Castellane, one time
dentist to the bey of Tunls and his
harem, wants a wife, and wants her
double-quick. He has from now un-
til January 1 to persuade an Amerl-
can girl to marry him, or he will for-
| teit a legacy of $150,000 promised by
| a Californiz woman

An aunt, lormerly of Oakland, Cal.,
told him flve years ago that If he
would earn “something worth while
and capture an American for a wife,"
ghe would give him $150,000.

Saymore 1s a relative of the Cas
tellane family made famous by the
[ marital dificulties of Count Bonl,

He 18 now in Washington, where he
expects to remain until he finds “the
wompn" that his aunt told him he
must have before he s entitled to hex
money, He has lectured, writtén, prac
ticed dentistry and served in the
French army. In a wife ha would have
a chum.

“] used to believe in my mother's
view of marrlage—the marriage ol
the eye—but I have come to' the view
of the marriage of reason,” eald Sey-
more. “Mother sald that marrlage
progressed from the stage of catch:
ing, or buying, & woman to the wooing
of 4 woman regurded in a nobler
pense, and the winning of the wife.

“Now 1 feel that the marriage of
the eye is the result of the sentimen-
tality of youth and immnaturity. Bet-
ter is that marriage where the couple
are partners, chums, sharing every-
thing alike. 1 don't belleve in the
marrlage whera the man has the mon-
ey aud forces his wife to ask
him for every cent she gets,

"Rather, there should be a balance
of power, so that the man and the
woman are on an absolutely egual
footlng as regards money, morals,
pleasures and sorrows.”

!ln Doubt as to Mr. Wilson’s Mode of Locometion

UST at present Washington 16 won-

dering whether it will goon behold
a president of the United States roll
ing lelsurely by on his bleyele. It has
just come out that the president-elect
is fond of that manner of locomation.
He hos gone on his vacation, and pro-
poses to spend a part of It riding on
liis wheal. He has pedaled over many
miles of English and econtinental
roads in this fashion and Ilkes It
Time was when Washington was filled
with eminent men and women awheel,
but they have all vanished save one,
Assistant Secretary of State A. A
Adss. He I8 the permanent assistant
secretary of state, a man Who sticks
to his own notions about things. Ev
ary summer he voyages to Europe and
spends a month or €0 bleyellng to
places of interest. He and the new
president should establish cordial re-
lations very carly.

If as president Gov. Wilson wants
to “bike” around Washington, he will
not want for good roads. They streloh
in every direction, except toward Vir-
ginla. The secret service men who
guard him. of course, would also bhave

o be mounted, but that la only an
incident. They have been accustomed
to following the president on motor-
cycles and sometimes In an mutomo-

bile of thelr own. If the new presl
dent takes to bicyoling, however, offi-
cial Washington will do Ukewise. That
i & way offlclal Washington has, It
Gov. Wilgon goes olut much awheel, it
will not be long before embassadors
and ministers and secretaries and mil-
itary attaches will nlso be pedaling
along the sleeky-olled roads and
dodging automocbiles. Cabinet ofMelals
and congressmen will do lkewlse.
The revival of bleyeling among the
wellto-do may be expected somewhat
all over the country.

Sizing Him Up.

When you cnll the avernge young
man honest ha s lkely to feel o mild
sort of gratifieation. When you call
him competent his cheat begins to
ptge  When you call him 4 heert-
broaker e slape you on the shoulder
and ‘gives ¥ou to understand that ho

pereaption nnd- unerring judsment.
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Reason for Buperiority,
The demestication of noimale and
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